
A Jewish congregation serving residents and guests of Sanibel, Captiva, 
Fort Myers and surrounding areas, providing a place of worship

in the Reform tradition and creating a warm, caring, 
enriching, and welcoming Jewish community

BAT YAM MATTERS
Number 115 March, April, May 2021

Adar, Nissan, Iyar, Sivan 5781

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS

MARCH and APRIL 2021 WORSHIP
Our Shabbat worship services are live-streamed via Zoom
from SCUCC Fellowship Hall, led by Rabbi Stephen Fuchs
and Cantor Murray Simon, accompanied by Abbey Allison on
the piano. Services begin at 7:30 pm on the following Fridays: 

March 5, 12, 19, 26
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

The Zoom link and prayer book selection link for services will
be sent to members via email.  Anyone interested in joining
can receive the Zoom and prayer book links by writing to us at
batyamsanibel@gmail.com. All are welcome!



Bat Yam’s Adult Education classes continue to take place on Zoom, on
Wednesdays from 11am to noon. A few “Virtual Coffees with the Rabbi” are
interspersed at that time so we can chat and enjoy each other’s company.

March 3: “Poverty and Hunger in the Promised Land:  An Important Briefing on Food
Insecurity in Israel During the Pandemic and Beyond” ~ Led by Lauren Yokèd, Executive
Director, American Friends of Leket Israel

Sunday, March 7 at 4pm: "A Cantor, A Pastor and A Bluegrass Band," featuring Nefesh
Mountain ~ Registration required at www.batyam.org

March 10: "More of Sex, God, Christmas and Jews” ~  Led by Bat Yam Member Gil Mann

March 17: Virtual Coffee with the Rabbi ~  Led by Rabbi Stephen Fuchs

March 24: “Cyber-Attacks and Computer Failures: The Biggest Risk to the Modern
World?” ~ Led by Global Cybercrime Expert, Jamie Bouloux (son of Bat Yam member
Maria Bouloux)

March 31: “What The Family Historian Needs to Know About Jewish Family Names”  ~
Led by World-Famous Jewish Genealogist, Dr. Sallyann Sack (sister of Bat Yam member
Judy Adler)

April 7: “Editing the Liturgy Part 2: An Encounter with Christology” ~ Led by Bat Yam
Member Lew Schneider    

 
April 14: “A Kayaking Journey Down the Patagonian Fjords” ~ Led by South African
Environmentalist, Climatologist and Adventurist Paul Lee (first cousin of Bat Yam
members Michael and Tanya Hochschild)

 
April 21: “Jeanne Daman-Scaglione: Rescuer of 2,000 Children, Helper of Jewish Women,
Social Worker, Intelligence Agent and More” ~ Led by Bat Yam Member Edina Lessack

April 28: Virtual Coffee with the Rabbi (the last one of the 2020-21 season).   ~ Led by
Rabbi Stephen Fuchs

-2-

Adult Education

MARCH 2021 SCHEDULE

APRIL 2021 SCHEDULE
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Board of Trustees Meetings
During the 2020-21 season, the meetings of the Board of Trustees of Bat Yam Temple
of the Islands are held monthly, on the second Thursday of each month, beginning at
1:00 pm. The remaining board meetings of the season are listed below:   
                                                         March 11
                                                          April 8

          May 6
These Board meetings will be held virtually, via Zoom, and are open to all members of
Bat Yam. Interested members are welcome and encouraged to attend.  If you would like
to attend one of these meetings, please email batyamsanibel@gmail.com, and we will
send you the Zoom link.

The virtual ANNUAL MEETING 
and 30th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION of

Bat Yam Temple of the Islands
will be held on

Thursday, March 25, 2021
beginning at 4pm

Please register to attend by sending an email to batyamsanibel@gmail.com.



Bat Yam FoundationBat Yam FoundationBat Yam Foundation

A message from the

On March 8, 2017, the Board of Bat Yam Temple of the Islands formally authorized
the establishment of the Bat Yam Foundation, Inc., in order to build a significant and
secure base of assets for the Temple. The Foundation operates as a Florida not-for-
profit corporation that is exempt from income taxation under Internal Revenue
Code 501(c)(3).
 
The Foundation was funded through the generosity of Bat Yam members who
became contributors to the Foundation.  Currently, assets of the Foundation are held
at the Bank of the Islands on Sanibel.
 
The purpose of the Foundation is "to diligently and prudently generate, accept,
invest, and manage donated assets and distribute funds therefrom on a periodic basis
to support the operations, goals, and objectives of Bat Yam Temple of the Islands."
 
On July 29, 2020, the Foundation held its 2020 annual meeting and elected new
officers and Board trustees to serve staggered terms in accordance with the
Foundation’s Bylaws. Judy Adler was elected Chairman; Bob Schoen was elected
Secretary; Elissa Karasin-Samet was elected Treasurer; and Sue Danford, Marty
Packard, Allan Sacks and Peter Saltz were elected to serve as Trustees.

The 2021 annual meeting of the Foundation will be held on March 25, following the
annual meeting and 30th anniversary celebration of Bat Yam Temple of the Islands.
 
For any questions regarding the Foundation, please contact Chair, Judy Adler, by
phone at 312-259-1377 or by email to jfadler@aol.com.
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A message from the
Bat Yam Nominating Committee

Voting-eligible members  (only "full family” or “full individual” members) will be able to cast their
votes  at the virtual Annual Meeting on March 25, or in advance by proxy.  Instructions with the
proxy ballot will be emailed.  The Nominating Committee and Board have approved the
following slate for election:

For Terms ending in 2022:
 Alan Fisher, Trustee

 Nancy Greenberg, Recording Secretary
Elissa Karasin-Samet, Treasurer

Allan Sacks, Trustee
Peter Saltz, Trustee

Bob Schoen, Second Vice President
Riv Swartz, Trustee

For Terms ending in 2023:
Mel Bleiberg, Trustee

 Janice Block Chaddock, President
Michael Hochschild, Immediate Past President

Howard Lorsch, Trustee
Annette Pacyga, Trustee

Sheila Sklar, Corresponding Secretary
Sandy Teger, First Vice President

Garry Weiss, Trustee



Betsy Levine-Brown and Marc Brown

NEW MEMBERS

WARM WELCOME TO OUR
NEWEST MEMBERS

Pat and Wayne Halper
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As Betsy is the daughter of Bat Yam members Patty and Stanley Levine, she and
Marc and their two children represent the second and third generations of the Bat
Yam family! Hailing from Pittsburgh, Betsy and Marc plan to stay in Sanibel for two
or three months over the winter. Betsy is a therapist and has a family and college
counseling practice. Previously, she worked for nearly 20 years as a therapist and
diagnostician at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center. Both she and Marc
are able to work remotely from here. Marc is a former CIO (Heintz, Del Monte
Foods and Polyconcept, a promotional products company) and is currently the
Managing Partner in his consultancy, ABR Ventures.  Additionally, he is involved
in mentoring start-up companies and young entrenpreneurs.  Betsy and Marc have

two grown children. Andrew, who is engaged to Marley Goldman, is an MBA student at the Wharton
School, University of Pennsylvania, and will return to work at Boston Consulting Group upon graduation.
Rebecca is the Deputy Press Secretary for Senator Amy Klobuchar. "We love this special island," says
Betsy, "and are thrilled to be able to be here during this very crazy time."

Pat and Wayne hail from Nashville, TN, where, as members of Congregation
Ohabai Sholom, they had been huge fans of Rabbi Fuchs. They have greatly
missed the Rabbi and Vickie over the years but recently realized that they could
attend Shabbat services and Torah study with him via Zoom. Wanting to be part of
the Bat Yam congregation and to show their support, they have now become
members. Actually, they've yet to visit Sanibel but look forward to coming when it's
safer to travel. Pat, a native of Toledo, Ohio, has lived in Nashville for 53 years, so
she considers herself a native.  She was a music publisher until the late '90s, when
she retired to raise their two sons, Neal and Josh.  She is now an activist working 

on reforms of the criminal legal system and also serves in jail, prison and re-entry programs. Wayne grew up
in New York City but, as an entertainment lawyer, moved to Nashville in the early '80s because of the many
opportunities in country music. We're so happy to welcome Pat and Wayne to Bat Yam Temple of the
Islands, and we look forward to meeting them in person before too long.

Daniela and Friedrich Jaeger
Friedrich and Daniela are both natives of Germany. Twenty five years ago,
Friedrich founded TOTI Media, Inc. (formerly Times of the Islands, Inc.), which
also publishes RSW Living, GULF & MAIN, and other magazines. He lived in
Brazil during his boyhood, moving to New York in 1965. Before his career in
publishing he held positions in importing and exporting, marketing and
advertising, manufacturing, corporate and international finance, executive
consulting and global economics. He served on the board of the Sanibel
Community Association from 2011 until 2017.  Daniela has a Master's degree in
hospitality and spent 17 years in the food and beverage industry in Germany. She
gave lectures to hospitality trainees and apprentices and has been a guest
lecturer for the FGCU Resort & Hospitality Management Program. Daniela joined

Friedrich in the publishing business in 2010. She was a Board member of the Sanibel Community Association
from 2017 until 2020 and serves on the Epilepsy Foundation in Naples. She and Friedrich have three sons
and two grandchildren. We are so happy to welcome Daniela and Friedrich to Bat Yam Temple of the Islands.
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Rabbi Stephen Fuchs

RABBI FUCHS REFLECTS

We Jews Celebrate Earth Day
Throughout the Year

Passover begins this year on March 27. The Festival celebrates our liberation from bondage in Egypt, but its
earliest roots lie in ancient spring planting festivals as the karpas -- the greenery on our Seder plate --
reminds us. If we do not care sufficiently for our earth, the ground will no longer be able to receive seed and
sprout vegetation.

Shavuot, which arrives this year on May 16, became for our Sages the day we received Torah on Mount
Sinai. In the Torah itself, though, Shavuot celebrates the first summer fruits and the barley harvest.

Both Shavuot and the Harvest Festival of Sukkot remind us that unless we take pains to ensure an enduring
supply of clean water and air, the growth and harvest of nourishing foodstuffs cannot continue.  Rosh
Hashanah is the anniversary of the creation of the world and a strong reminder that God entrusted this
Eden-like orb to our care with instructions to “till it and to preserve it.” (Genesis 2:15)

On January 27 this year, we observed Tu B’Shevat, which we know as the “Birthday of the Trees.” In reality,
though, Tu B’Shevat has been our Jewish Earth Day since the time of the Mishnah, at least 1800 years ago.

When Tennessee Senator Albert Gore Jr. began his campaign of environmental awareness (which led to his
receiving the Nobel Prize for Peace in 2007), he asked me to prepare “a closing homily” for the first meeting
of the initiative held in Nashville, the city where I then served as rabbi. On that occasion, I adapted a
venerable Hasidic story told in many different ways about a magnificent goat that lived long ago. The goat
had horns so long and beautiful that when he lifted his head, he could touch the stars, and they would sing
the most beautiful melody that anyone had ever heard. 

One day, a man walking encountered the goat, and a brilliant idea jumped into his head. “I could make my
wife a gorgeous jewelry box for her birthday from a piece of one of the goat’s horns.” 

The man approached the goat and explained, “I want to make a jewelry box from just a small piece of one of
your horns. It won’t hurt when I cut it off, and I’ll just take a small piece. You won’t even miss it!” The friendly
goat lowered his head to accommodate the man’s request. 

The jewelry box the man made was indeed beautiful, and his wife adored it. Proudly, she showed it to all of
her friends who soon wanted one just like it. Before long people inundated the goat with requests to “cut off
just a small piece” of one of his horns. Soon, of course, the goat could no longer reach the stars, and that
most beautiful melody was forever silenced. In the Passover story, which we shall soon re-live, Pharaoh’s
advisors warned him before the plague of locusts ravaged the land: “Do you not yet know that Egypt is
nearly destroyed?” (Exodus 10:7) 

That warning should ring out to us across the millennia. “Do we not realize that our earth is nearly
destroyed?” Although it is too late for the goat to make the stars sing, it is not too late for us to save our
planet and vouchsafe clean water, clean air, sufficient food, and a beautiful earth for future generations.

Since 1970, the United States has celebrated Earth Day every April.

By contrast, ancient Jewish celebrations throughout the year remind us of
our responsibility to safeguard the fragile planet God has entrusted to our
care. Almost all of our Jewish observances reflect environmental concerns. 

~ Rabbi Stephen Fuchs
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CANTOR'S MESSAGE

Cantor Murray Simon

The Mountains and the Hills 
Shall Resound with Singing… 
                                                     (Isaiah 55:12)

 

but in our Jewish literature there are many references to mountains as being uplifting places of
inspiration.

NEFESH MOUNTAIN has been recognized nationally as having a unique approach to Jewish soul
music. Nefesh Mountain is the place where American Bluegrass and Old-time music meet with
Jewish Heritage and tradition. Band leaders, genre-pioneers, and husband and wife Doni Zasloff
and Eric Lindberg are the heart of this eclectic offering, and they share their love for American
music, their own cultural heritage, and each other with audiences throughout the world.   As in past
concerts, Pastor John Danner, Senior Pastor of SCUCC, and I, your friendly Cantor, will be joining
the music making as well. HINT: I will be singing selections dealing with hills and mountains. Can
you guess what they are?

I urge you not to miss this very special Bat Yam musical happening on Sunday, March 7, 2021,
at 4 pm.  I promise you that it will be a “peak” experience.            
                                                                                                   Melodically yours,
                                                                               Cantor Murray Simon

Dear Friends,

As the Prophet Isaiah declares and Oscar Hammerstein II rein-
forces, “The hills are alive with the sound of music”!  This image is
so apt because  NEFESH (Soul) MOUNTAIN will be the featured
musical group for Bat Yam's annual concert on Sunday, March 7,
2021, at 4pm.  Living in Florida, we are bereft of hills and mountains,
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 A major interfaith community event is back by popular demand! On Sunday March 7 at 4 pm, Bat Yam
is hosting a once-in-a-lifetime, live-streamed for virtual viewing musical event. The stars of the show
are the husband-and-wife team, Doni Zasloff and Eric Lindberg, who formed their Bluegrass band,
Nefesh Mountain in 2014; Bat Yam Temple of the Island’s Cantor, Murray Simon and Dr. John Danner
of Sanibel Congregational United Church of Christ, with pianists Toby Simon and Abbey Allison. 

Bat Yam’s annual fundraiser concert has, in previous years, enjoyed sold-out performances. This year,
because of the pandemic, the range of invitees extends to the world. Already we have had interest
shown from as far afield as South Africa and Israel.  The virtual hall will be able to accommodate up to
500 "virtual seats.” Attendance for this year’s concert is on a first-come-first-served registration basis.
The concert is free but sponsorships and donations are encouraged and welcomed. Registration for
the concert, sponsorships and donations can be made online at www.batyam.org. They also can be
mailed to Bat Yam Temple of the Islands, P.O. Box 84, Sanibel, Florida 33957. 

Bluegrass music is a genre of American music that developed in the 1940s in the Appalachian region
of the United States. It is traditionally played on acoustic stringed instruments and has its roots in the
traditional English, Irish and Scottish ballads as well as African-American blues and jazz. Earl Scruggs'
name is synonymous with Bluegrass music; he played a five-string banjo and was known for his
energetic and innovative three-finger picking style.  The music is Methodist and Baptist and Jewish!
The dancing is a jig, a reel, a hora! “The fusion of Americana, Bluegrass, Appalachian music with
Jewish tradition feels like the most authentic way to express our spirituality and our musicality,” says
Zasloff. Their Jewish infusion into a uniquely Americana music is reflected in the band’s name. The
Hebrew word for soul is nefesh, with the English word mountain, which is common in the names of
many Bluegrass bands. 

The pandemic has put mountain music in jeopardy. Coronavirus has silenced the instruments,
hopefully only temporarily. But silenced they are as fiddles, mandolins, banjos and rhythm guitars lie
unused. The musicians “spooked” by the virus are not showing up to jam with each other. On the
brighter side the Internet has guaranteed that many songs will endure. Knowing this makes our
Bluegrass concert even more special.

Popular Jewish songs and prayers like “Hinei Ma Tov,” “Esa Einai” and “Modeh Ani” reimagined with
stringed instruments form the backbone of Nefesh Mountain's repertoire. Both Lindberg and Zasloff
also compose entirely new works that fit the same spiritual space. They often sing in Hebrew.  The
secular music world has taken notice. Rolling Stone listed their single, “Narrow Bridge” – based on the
teaching of the 18th century Hasidic leader Reb Nachman of Breslov – among the magazine's "Ten
Best Country and Americana songs" of the week. BBC World News, Billboard and Bluegrass Today,
among others, have featured them.

Sunday, March 7, promises to be a special afternoon. Rabbi Stephen Fuchs and members of the
congregation are looking forward to welcoming you. Mark your calendars and save the date. Come for
a wonderful afternoon of ole-time music.

ANNUAL CONCERT

NEFESH MOUNTAIN COMES TO SANIBEL
FOR BAT YAM CONCERT

by Tanya Hochschild

-9-



suffice to say, the hours spent on Bat Yam affairs certainly made the days go by extremely quickly.

Now, having taken up the reins of President of our Temple, I would like to use this platform to explain to
you, my readers, what it has meant to me personally and how my attitude toward “things synagogue”
have changed dramatically.

Our Jewish life, a year ago, was somewhat casual.  Up to that time, and ever since Tanya and I were
married in 1971, we were a couple who never denied our religion. Each of us had “best friends” who
were not Jewish.  Coincidently, both of us had been boarders at Church schools.  Mine was a Methodist
institution where I spent ten years of my life from the age of eight.  Tanya’s school was Anglican and she
attended there for her last five years of high school.  When I first arrived in 1947, there were about three
Jewish boys (it was a boys-only school) and ten years later, when I left, there were about 40. Tanya’s
school, also, only had two or three Jewish students. Resulting from this, while growing up, most of our
friends were not Jewish.

Of my parents, my father grew up in a secular German Jewish household in Cape Town. The family was
not at all religious and my mother had a similar childhood and education to Tanya’s and mine. My
parents joined a Johannesburg Reform shul, Temple Israel, only when they met Rabbi Moses Cyrus
Weiler, a famous American rabbi who had moved to South Africa to start the Reform movement in that
country. They also joined because they were starting a family. My two brothers and I all became B'nai
Mitzvah without having a Jewish education.  Tanya’s parents belonged to the main Orthodox synagogue
in Johannesburg but went to temple only on the important holidays. Their two boys, her brothers, became
Bar Mitzvah but Tanya had to wait for her Bat Mitzvah until after we emigrated to America and joined the
Rye Community Synagogue in Rye, New York.

I give you this background so that I can explain to you why,  when we moved to Sanibel, we joined Bat
Yam.  We have been members now for around 20 years and gradually started to attend more often
because of the good friends we had made in the congregation.  The two of us observed over these years
that although our Temple is well-established, its existence is nevertheless fragile and cannot be a viable
entity without volunteer lay leaders. It was for this reason, and realizing that every member needed to be
active in one capacity or the other, that we gradually became more involved.

I cannot believe that I am sitting here writing my last President’s report
for Bat Yam Matters. A year ago today, I had no idea that one year
later I would not only have had the honor of serving as President, but
also seeing over the next hill to my transition at Bat Yam Temple of the
Islands, to the title of “Immediate Past President.”

Like most years, they all go by in a flash, but this latest 12 months has
been the fastest for me in all of my now almost 84 years of inhabiting
this planet. Thinking back, it must be nearly a year ago now that,
firstly, it became apparent that things at Bat Yam were going to
change dramatically and also that we were starting to hear too often
about the world pandemic.  All of you reading this know enough about
the pandemic and do not need to hear more about it from me.  But 

-10-

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Michael Hochschild

continued on next page



As most of you know, it was never my intention to step up as President!  It was the job that it seemed
nobody wanted, but I realized that someone needed to do it and that there were a lot of members who
were willing to take on equally daunting tasks in our hour of need. Today we run 16 committees, each with
its own Chair and working Committee Members.  We have 15 Officers and Trustees who, if they are not
committee members, always are prepared to help out on extraneous tasks when asked. From my point of
view, I would not have been able to function as President without the continuous support and
encouragement of all of our members.  I was very much aware at the time that I was going to require help
to perform certain corporate skills, which made me nervous because of some inexperience, but everyone
I consulted promised help where needed and that help definitely was forthcoming all through my tenure.

Now, I need to reserve this entire paragraph to Janice Block Chaddock, our First Vice President!  She is
slated to become President of Bat Yam Temple of the Islands at our annual meeting on March 25. As we
all know, Janice is incredibly talented with the greatest appetite for work that I have ever encountered. 
 Before I even had thoughts of doing the job, I received a call from her, stating essentially that she wanted
to get to know me.  We arranged a lunch which I later realized was really an interview, and I must have
passed muster, because when she encouraged me to become President, for just one year so that she
could get to know the ropes and take care of a myriad of other duties, I immediately accepted. I became
the luckiest temple president in the country and the two of us have morphed into what Rabbi Rick Jacobs
(president of the Union for Reform Judaism) called "Sacred Partners" who work together openly and with
absolute trust. I just know that the next years, with Janice as President, are going to be fruitful for Bat
Yam, its members and also for the Sanibel community.

I am thrilled that I am able in this report to be able to announce Bat Yam's 30th anniversary. Not only is
our Temple still alive and thriving well, but believe it or not, a founder, Mel Bleiberg still serves as one of
our trustees and I am proud to consider him a good friend.   I wonder how many other temples are able to
boast a story such as this. On the front page of this publication, you will be able to spot the original article
covering that historical opening back in 1991. What strikes me about that headline was that it announces
an "Outpouring of support for new Jewish congregation on island," and I am happy to say that the
selfsame outpouring from the Sanibel community is still there -- strong as ever!

Finally, I have now firmly come to believe what Rabbi Jacobs told us at the closing of the URJ Scheidt
Seminar this past October.  He said that if there was only one concluding item to build on, it was that the
winds of change are fueling and propelling we temple presidents -- who are in the eye of the hurricane -- 
 to the point that the old humor no longer applies.  What is this?  The old joke is that when a new temple
President announces their position to a friend, they are immediately offered “condolences” instead of
“congratulations.”  I now know that Rabbi Jacobs was quite right when he said that all of us would in the
future look back on our temple leadership roles with great pride, and in addition, a sense of having done
something worthwhile.  You, the Congregation know whether I have achieved this, and I hope that I can
indeed look back on having been of service to all of you. 

President's Report  . . . Continued
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~ Michael Hochschild, President

PURCHASE & 
FUN(D)RAISE

for your temple!
From now on, make all your amazon purchases at amazonsmile! Sign up at
smile.amazon.com. Simply select "Bat Yam Temple of the Islands" as your
favorite charity to start generating donations. Amazon pays Bat Yam a
percentage of your purchases, at no extra cost to you.  If you need help
signing up, please write to us at batyamsanibel@gmail.com.
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PURCHASE & 
FUN(D)RAISE
for your temple 

with your Bat Yam membership card!
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Helane Marilyn Hecht was born in the Bronx, New York, on March 6,
1931. Around that time, her father Sidney opened a chain of stores
called “Smart & Thrifty” in the northeastern states.  Helane knows the
dresses were only $2.88 back then because she saved one of the
store’s ads.  Her father also opened a store in Hartford, Connecticut,
which  he named the "Helane Shop," but it was destroyed in The Great
New England Hurricane of 1938.

FEBRUARY 2021 PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH: 
HELANE SMITH 
by Janice Block Chaddock

 Helane Smith is a memory collector.  She prefers collecting memories about people and experiences, over
material things.  However, a few things do hold special significance for Helane, like her Ruth Bader Ginsburg
(RBG) dangling earrings, which she has worn every day since receiving the surprising diagnosis eight months
ago that she has acute myeloid leukemia (AML), an aggressive and fast-growing blood cancer. It was
surprising because Helane felt perfectly well at the time.  Now, Helane channels RBG’s strength daily. 

Twenty years ago, as Helane approached her seventieth year, she made it her vacation project to write her
life story for her three children, Rick, Debbie and Sue.  What a meaningful and touching story it is.
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CONGREGANT'S CORNER

Continued on next page

As for her lifelong commitment to helping others, Helane says, "I grew up in the Depression years.  That’s
when I started learning about Tikkun Olam before anything else.”  Her earliest memories include collecting
pennies from neighbors in her apartment building to put into a pot for people in need. When the second World
War began, Helane recalls, “Immediately my mother joined things, and I learned how to knit, and I knitted
squares, and my mother crocheted them into afghans and then we took them to the AWVS [the American
Women’s Voluntary Service, begun in 1938] and gave them away. And so, we were always trying to help
somebody else.”

At 14, Helane started a B’nai B’rith Girls chapter in the Bronx. She went to the local Orthodox synagogue and
said to the rabbi, “I’d like to do this, and I’d like to have a place to meet. Can you help me?" He responded,
"only if you take my daughter into your group.”  The rabbi’s daughter, Ziona, was one month older than
Helane and they became lifelong best friends, remaining so even while living far apart, until Ziona's death a
few years ago.  Another of Helane’s best friends was her baby sister Diane, who died eight years ago from
leukemia and who is always in Helane’s thoughts, especially now.

From the age of 3 until she married Alan at age 23, Helane lived in the Bronx with
her family.  Her sister Diane was born when she was 13 and Helane felt like a
young mother to her until she was grown. Relationships with "dozens of cousins,"
a lifelong commitment to Tikkun Olam, and steadfast friendships were forged
during these years.

Helane grew up surrounded by 16 first cousins, many of whom she thought of as
an aunt or uncle because of the generation difference. She also had 26 first
cousins once removed, who begat 30 first cousins twice removed, and 16 cousins
thrice removed.   Helane is now the matriarch, the oldest cousin of them all.



CONGREGANT'S CORNER . . . Continued
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Helane attended NYU as a commuter student in the Fall of 1948.  The next year she got a summer job in the
news department at NBC television. With finances becoming tight, Helane opted to stay at NBC and
continue NYU as a night student. One night, during the December 1953 holidays, she agreed to stay late to
cover the 11PM news for a friend.  During a break in the action that night, Helane was reading a book called
“Rally Round the Flag, Boys” and “laughing hysterically out loud.”  An NBC copy boy named Alan Smith
came by to see what was so funny, and ended up asking her out on a date.  Helane and Alan married six
months later on June 21, 1954. Before their sixtieth anniversary in 2014, Helane re-read that same book,
only to find “the book had changed entirely for me. There was nothing I could find funny in it 60 years later!”
 
Helane and Alan still live in the New Rochelle home that she and Alan purchased 60 years ago. They raised
their three children there, with Helane serving as Girl Scout troop leader and Boy Scout den mother, in
addition to working as a local journalist and other jobs.  Helane had always wanted to study law, but there
was no law school near enough. Then, in 1976, Pace University opened a law school close by. Helane
jumped at the opportunity and became a member of Pace Law School’s second graduating class in 1980. 
 She started her law career as a labor lawyer but eventually became a trademark lawyer – first for General
Foods, then for a New York law firm, and then in her own private practice which she ran from home, or from
the R.V. that she and Alan purchased in 1972, or from the mini R.V. that she and Alan purchased in 1990.
They travelled throughout the US and Canada where she worked remotely – long before the current
pandemic made remote work a way of life.

During those decades, Helane and Alan added two
additional residential treasures.  In 1983, they purchased
their summer home in Otis, Massachusetts in the
Berkshires.  There, near the homes of cousins, they have
hosted the “Cousins Club” as Helane and her “dozens of
cousins” came to call themselves. At one reunion in the
1990s, more than 50 cousins attended.  
 
On a wonderful whim on New Year’s Eve 2004, Helane and
Alan also purchased what became their winter home in the
Periwinkle Park campground on Sanibel Island, “a forever
happy place.”
 
Helane wishes she could return to Sanibel, but alas her
AML and the COVID pandemic keep her in New Rochelle,
close to her weekly transfusions at Memorial Sloan
Kettering where she is “recognized for my RBG earrings.”
She has felt "terrific most days because of the steroids" that
take away her pain.  Her new goal, Helane says, is to make
it to her 90th birthday on March 6, 2021.  After that, her
goal would be to make it to Passover, one of her favorite
holidays. After that? “The end of the pandemic when I can
hug everyone again,“ including her children and her five
grandchildren: Sarah (33), Daniel (30), Isaac (24), Lily (20),
and 15-year-old Melanie, who  “Face-Times” with Grammy
Helane every day now.

Alan Smith with Helane, symbolically
wearing her RBG earrings
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IN THE LOCAL MEDIA
Bat Yam member Annette Pacyga was featured in the January/February 2021 Times of the Island
magazine cover story titled "73 Miles for 73 Years: The Perfect Biking Challenge." The journalist who
wrote this story is Bat Yam member Francesca Block. The magazine cover, several of the photos and
artwork, and the story, are reprinted below with the permission of TOTI Media Inc.

In addition to Bat Yam member Annette Pacyga (center), the
magazine cover photo includes Bat Yam members Ron Chaddock,
Janice Block Chaddock and Elissa Karasin-Samet, and former Bat
Yam president Barry Fulmer.

continued on next page



routine.  She hops out of bed at 5 or 6 o'clock and makes a cup of coffee to go along with half a bagel and cream
cheese.

After that quick breakfast, she suits up in her favorite biking  shirt and shorts, the kind she jokes "look like you've
been put in sausage or something" -- but are absolutely crucial for staying comfortable during her rides. Pacyga
chooses one of her three bicycles and hits the road. Leaving her West Rocks neighborhood, she goes
"investigating." Pacyga starts on a normal route to some favorite spots, such as the Sanibel Lighthouse at the end
of Periwinkle Way, or J.N. "Ding Darling National Wildlife Refuge.  She then takes a turn into a few off-the-beaten-
path neighborhoods, explores back roads and rides through some hidden pathways.  About 25 to 30 miles later,
she makes her way home to get ready for the events of the day.

Every day on the bike feels a little bit different, she says. Pacyga speaks of days having that all-to-relatable feeling
of  "I've just got to get through this."  Other days, when the sun is shining and it's just the right temperature outside,
she thinks: "I could ride forever."

After eight years and more than 50,000 miles biked throughout Sanibel and Captiva Islands, Pacyga is basically a
Sanibel expert. "I know every nook and cranny in Sanibel," she says proudly.  "I could tell you all the new houses
being built and how far along they are."
   
Rain or shine, Sanibel residents and visitors are sure to see Pacyga riding her bike at least six days a week.  On
her "rest" day, Pacyga is in her home gym -- spending 45 minutes on her  spinning bike, another 45 minutes on the
elliptical, and half an hour on the weight machine.

Exercise has always been an integral part of Pacyga's life. Originally from northwest Indiana, she learned the
importance of fitness during her long career as a registered nurse and home health aide. "I can see a big difference
between myself at the age of 74, who exercises all the time, compared to somebody  who is 74 and never does,"
Pacyga says. "I've got a saying," she adds jokingly: "I'm going to die healthy."
   
Not only does exercise boost Pacyga's physical health, it benefits her mental health, too. So much so that Pacyga
never misses an opportunity to stay active.  On a family vacation in Hawaii, Pacyga recalls running up and down
the stairs of her hotel for exercise during a torrential downpour.  "I just can't sit still," she remarks with a laugh.

Although Pacyga has always loved exercise, she did not fall in love with biking until coming to Sanibel.  When
Pacyga and her  husband, Dan, first moved to the island, she was mesmerized by its natural beauty.  Her curiosity
moved her to hop on a bike and explore Sanibel's wonders for the first time.
 
Pacyga did not reach her current level of biking expertise overnight.  On her first trip, she rode from her new house
to Tarpon Bay Road and back home -- totaling about only 6 miles -- and remembers thinking, "Wow, that's
fantastic"!  Instantly, she was hooked.
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73 Miles for 73 Years 
Dedicated Cyclist Celebrates Birthday With Arduous but 'Glorious' Ride

BY FRANCESCA BLOCK

t 74 years of age, Annette Pacyga likes to start almost every morning in her Sanibel Island home with the same 

continued on next page

A

She continued exploring new areas she went for a ride, biking through the 
refuge or to Captiva.  After getting a speedometer on her bike to track her 
mileage and speed, Pacyga's competitive fire kicked into full gear.  "I started 
challenging myself as far as how fast I could go."

Through a gradual process, fueled by her diligence, natural curiosity and a
little bit of guilt, Pacyga worked her way to up to where she is today.  "Now," 
she notes, "I bike 25 to 30 miles a day and think nothing of it."  

Last year, in celebration of her upcoming 73rd birthday on Dec. 4, 2019,
Pacyga set her biggest challenge yet: biking 73 miles in one day, each mile
to celebrate each year of her life.  She heard about the idea through her



says, "I don't care how cool it is outside, if you're riding that far, you're going to be sweating like a pig." 

Two days before the event, Pacyga received a special surprise. "My husband said he was going to help my son
with something," she relates, "and he came back and my daughter walked into the house!" Flying in from
Colorado, Pacyga's daughter Mara came to bike alongside her mom on the special day.  "I think she must have
been worried I would have a heart attack or something," Pacyga says with a laugh.

Full of joy, memories started to pour in of her wonderful biking experiences with Mara.  "My fondest memory of
my daughter was when I turned 50," Pacyga says.  "We took our bikes to the Loop in downtown Chicago and we
probably rode all the way up to Waukegan" [more than 45 miles].  Having enjoyed beautiful weather and the view
of Lake Michigan, the memory instantly brings a smile to Pacyga's face.  "That was probably one of the best days
of my life."

On her birthday, there was a light breeze and the high temperature was to be in the low 70s. Perfect biking
weather.  With her daughter and friends by her side, Pacyga knew there was nothing holding her back.  Starting
from Pacyga's home, the cyclists set off on their adventure. Stopping every 10 miles for water and every 20 miles
for snacks, the riders steadily made their way in the direction of Captiva.  They biked back through Pacyga's
favorite neighborhoods on Sanibel, then cycled back to Pacyga's house for a quick lunch break.  After refueling
on some vegetables and other healthy snacks, they continued to the Sanibel Lighthouse and Dixie beach.

As she approached mile 73, with Mara biking alongside her, Pacyga was left speechless. "I wasn't physically
tired," she explains, citing her training with Elissa for helping her through the ride, "but mentally, I was like,

73 MILES FOR 73 YEARS  . . . Continued
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friends in the Sanibel Bike Club, which meets weekly to go on rides to locations
throughout Sanibel and Captiva.  (Or, as Pacyga likes to say kiddingly, "They ride
to eat.")

Once the challenge was set, and she'd invited at least 25  friends to join her,
Pacyga was committed.  Although she bikes daily, nervousness started creeping
into her consciousness.  "When you say you're going to do something," she states,
"you want to make sure you're going to do it!"
   
Determined to follow through on her goal, Pacyga set out with her friend Elissa to
train for the ride. They first biked 50 miles in a day and, the week after that,
accomplished 60 miles in a day.  Pacyga explains, "We were just trying to prove to
ourselves that we could do it."

As December approached and the date of the ride drew nearer, Pacyga reached
out to professionals. They gave her more tips on how to train, how to set a good
pace, what snacks to take and the best electrolyte tablets to use for hydration. 
 Reflecting on the importance of electrolytes and refueling during the ride, Pacyga 

"'Whoa! I didn't think I could even make dinner that night."  Pacyga and Mara
actually surpassed their goal -- biking more than 76 miles that day.

Aside from her excitement and sense of accomplishment for completing the
longest bike ride of her life, when she tells what made the day "glorious" -- it was
the people.  Having friends and family with her, Pacyga felt surrounded on the
ride by people who she truly loves.  "We all support each other," she says, "and
that makes a big difference."

Now back to her normal routine, Pacyga thinks about the role biking has played
in helping shape her identity.  She feels "compelled" to get on her bike each
morning, not just because she feels a little guilty, but also because of a genuine
love for biking. It's a connection that is difficult to put into words.  Pacyga recalls
passing by her bikes in the garage and stopping to say to herself, "Wow, I love
my bike." "It's sort of silly to love an inanimate object, "Pacyga says upon
reflection, "but it becomes a part of you after a while.  And biking-- it really is a
part of me."
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Need Help? Bat Yam Techies to the Rescue! 
 

We’re all finding new ways to stay in touch these days, and among the most effective are virtual
gatherings. While the process is simple, you still have to know what to click and when. If you email
Michael Samet (michaelsamet@gmail.com), Garry Weiss (gsw211@gmail.com), or Ron
Chaddock (rchaddoc@gmail.com) of our Technology Committee, they will walk you through the
few steps that will enable you to stay involved with Bat Yam events, services, programs … and
people! 

AND…we invite you to enjoy browsing our updated www.batyam.org web pages on your desktop,
iPad or Galaxy tablet! Don't forget to register for the March 7th concert there too!

BEHIND THE SCENES AT VIRTUAL SHABBAT 

A lot of work goes into producing our virtual Shabbat Services on Zoom each Friday at 7:30pm.  
Below are several members of our Tech Team -- Elissa Karasin-Samet, Mike Samet

 and Dave Waks -- with all of our sound and camera equipment.



HEALTH NEWS 

Important Announcements about 
COVID-19 Vaccines in Florida

The Florida Department of Health has opened a 
pre-registration program for the COVID-19 vaccine.
Follow this link to enroll: https://myvaccine.fl.gov/

 
Also, see the red box on page 22 below 

about how a group of Bat Yam members 
might be able to help you with vaccine scheduling

On the eve of the outbreak of World War II, 60,000 Jews were living in the port city of Thessaloniki.
Great rabbis lived in this vibrant Jewish community. Most of the porters were Jews, and the port itself
was closed on Saturdays.

The Nazi terror brutally rose against Thessaloniki. Hitler took Greece by storm to secure his southern
wing before launching Operation Barbarossa and the Nazi offensive against Russia. Within a short
period, about 50,000 of Thessaloniki's Jews were exterminated in Birkenau.

Among the few survivors was the Bourla family. In 1961 they had a son, whom they named Abraham,
later changed to Albert. He studied veterinary medicine and received a doctorate in reproductive
biotechnology from the Aristotle University of Salonika Veterinary School. He moved to the United
States at age 34, married and had two children.

Albert Bourla was integrated into the medical industry. He quickly progressed and joined the Pfizer
Company, where he became Head of Global Vaccines. In 2019, this Jewish man, the son of Holocaust
survivors from Thessaloniki, became the CEO of the American pharmaceutical corporation Pfizer and
led the company's efforts to develop a vaccine for the new coronavirus, the vaccine that will save the
lives of millions of people around the world. In memory of Albert Bourla's grandparents, Israel was the
first country to receive the vaccine. It will also reach Germany, where thousands have already died from
COVID-19, and it will save lives there as well.

To cap this incredible story, Pfizer executives, including CEO Albert Bourla, refused to "cut the line" to
get vaccinated. "I'm 59 years old," says Bourla, "in good health, I'm not working on the front line,
so it is not recommended that I get a vaccination now." He is waiting his turn, in order to save many
others whose lives are in greater jeopardy.
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A JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR LED 
THE PUSH FOR THE COVID-19 VACCINE



HEALTH NEWS . . . Continued

WHAT I DID FOR LOVE

received her vaccination, and was back home and in her bed by 9:15 am. She awakened at noon with a
smile on her face and a sense of gratitude. She had been vaccinated.

Meanwhile, over at Shell Point, Tanya and Michael Hochschild were ready and waiting for the vaccine. After
weeks of calling and going online, all to no avail, finally, in late January, it was announced that the entire
Shell Point community would be vaccinated over a two-day period. The building in which the Hochschilds
reside was the last one scheduled on day two and, half-jokingly, Michael and Tanya wondered, “What if they
run out of vaccine?” 

Late on the second day, all was in readiness. Chairs were placed (socially distanced), water was handed
out, and many in their building had been vaccinated. Mike and Tanya's numbers were 426 and 427. At 4:15 
 pm, numbers 422 and 423 were called. 

“Not long now!” they smiled at each other. Then they noticed staff members counting the number of people
sitting and waiting.  "I told you they were going to run out of vaccine,” someone said. 

With 42 people yet to be vaccinated, the Shell Point President arrived. "Folks,” he began, “I have good news
and I have bad news. The bad news is we have run out of vaccine, the good news is that it is being driven
over now from Miami and will be here in three hours. You will be vaccinated today, so please come back at
6.30 pm.”

Everyone gathered again at 6.30 pm. Their IDs and information forms were checked. A staff member started
a trivia contest, finding quite a few enthusiastic responses. The residents settled down to wait.

Paula Raboy heard that the vaccine would be available at the Fort Myers
Library on Wednesday, January 6. She decided to camp out and be an
early-bird. The night before, she arrived at  the library's parking lot armed
with a beach chair, blanket, pillow, water, cereal bars and other necessary
items. She was not the first one there and as the evening wore on, the line
became longer. The presence of police added to her comfort.

Texting her family, the replies came back quickly: 
           "OMG, are you safe?"
           "Wow! I once did that in Boston to get Red Sox tickets!”
            "Are you mad?"
The office opened at 8:00 am.  Paula was shown in 40 minutes later,

These days whenever we meet friends, the first remark is, "Did you get your vaccination?" For many of us,
sadly, the answer may be "Not yet -- but hoping."

Well, here's the story of how and where some members of Bat Yam got 
their vaccinations.

-21-

Bat Yam member Paula Raboy
camping out for a vaccine at
the Ft. Myers Library, Jan. 6.

continued on next page



HEALTH NEWS  . . . Continued
Suddenly there was a flurry of activity. The van had arrived! There was a 20-minute wait for the vaccines to
thaw to the right temperature to be injected. Mike and Tanya were called up almost immediately. A painless
jab was accompanied by an overwhelming sense of appreciation and relief. Then it was a race back home
to call the kids and tell them, "Yes, we were vaccinated!"

Many Lee County vaccines have been administered in big tents at the RSW airport or through the Publix
grocery store chain.  Five Bat Yam members, Rabbi and Vickie Fuchs, Bob and Caren Schoen and Judy
Adler, all received their first vaccines at the RSW airport tents during the first week of January and expected
to receive their second shots at the same venue four weeks later. 

People were told that to schedule their second shots, they needed to be available at the telephone number
from which they had scheduled their first appointment. The word-on-the-street was that if you missed three
calls, you might not be eligible for the second shot. The Fuchses, the Schoens and Judy were glued to their
phones. During a Friday night Shabbat Service, Vickie had her phone as well as Rabbi Stephen’s phone on
the floor beside her in Fellowship Hall. At the start of the Shabbat Service she received her call about
scheduling her second vaccine. Just as Rabbi began his sermon, his mobile telephone rang. Vickie ran out
of Fellowship Hall to answer it, but the phone was still bluetooth-connected to Rabbi’s ear, so he heard the
caller as he was giving his sermon! Bob Schoen got his call, but Caren and Judy Adler never did. They
decided to show up at the airport anyway on their appointed second shot date. All were vaccinated!

Other members have driven far and wide across the state of Florida to get their shots, including, among
others, Peter and Maria Hochschild who drove to Jacksonville, Sandy and Dave Teger who drove to Palm
Beach, Edina and Allan Lessack who drove to Miami, and Beth and Garry Weiss who drove to Fort
Lauderdale.
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MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS
If you are age 65 or older and have been unable to get

scheduled for the COVID-19 vaccine, a group of Bat Yam
volunteers is getting up early on the days that the

vaccine websites and phone lines open, to help get you
scheduled!  Please send an email with the subject line
"Vaccine Needed" to batyamsanibel@gmail.com, and
we will promptly write you back to let you know what

information we need to add you to this list.
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BAT YAM CROSSWORD

Across Down
2. A son of Moses
5. Abraham's father
6. Another son of Moses
9. 3rd son of Adam & Eve
11. Hebrew word for law
15. 2nd book of Torah
16. Topic of Genesis
17. Judah's daughter-in-law
19. Died at age 110
20. Number of men in Esau's regiment
21. 2nd son of Adam & Eve
23. 9th plague visited on Egypt
25. To whom to return your enemy's stray ox
27. Sold burial site land to Abraham
28. Another son of Isaac & Rebecca

1. Lavishly praises Joseph
3. A son of Noah
4. 1st book of Torah
7. A son of Isaac & Rebecca
8. 1st two words of Exodus' Song of Sea prayer
10. Years of Isaac & Rebecca marriage before kids
12. Wife of Moses
13. Sarah's age at Isaac's birth
14. Moses' mother
18. Lived to age 137 
22. Son of Jacob & Leah
24. 1st son of Adam & Eve
26. Abraham's wife

ֵכה
זֹו

Virtual Candy Bar Quiz
The clues and answers 

to this puzzle are all derived from 
Rabbi Fuchs' weekly Torah quiz questions!

Once you've completed the puzzle, check your answers against the answer key
on the bottom of page 33 of this issue of Bat Yam Matters! Then send a quick 

note to rabbistephenfuchs@gmail.com, letting Rabbi know how you did!
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SHARED STORIES

AN ESPECIALLY MEANINGFUL EXPERIENCE IN SANIBEL
We attended our very first Bat Yam Shabbat service in 2001. At the end of the service we
were asked, as is the tradition, to stand up and introduce ourselves. A few minutes later an
elderly man (probably younger than we are now!) came up to us at the Oneg, and shaking
hands with Mike, he said, “My name is Peter Hochschild*, from St. Louis.” We were
delighted to meet a Hochschild on this tiny island! Who knew!? and invited him to coffee
that Sunday. For all our married life, Mike has treasured a family tree, which his father
had received from his father while living in Cape Town, South Africa in the late 1930’s. So
now Mike had it and in turn was expected to pass it on to our son. It stayed in a cardboard
postage tube, with the sender’s name, Dr. Ernst Hochschild, and an address in Frankfurt,
Germany. On Sunday Mike spread the document across the dining room table. The tree
began with one man’s single name, the patriarch, Salme. Below him was the name
Schemul Hochschild, below him the name Mosche Hochschild and the date 1788. Mosche
had five sons, Herz, Koppel, Meier, Suss and Mendele. Mendele had Siegmund, Mike’s
grandfather. We then traced Mike’s Dad, Leonhardt to Mike, then to our children, Claudie
and Lenny. At that point our family tree ended as neither Claudie nor Lenny were yet
married. The branches of the tree spread out, overlapping the page. Ink splotched some of
the names and dates. Peter and Mike pored over the document. Peter found his branch of
the family and traced his finger up and down explaining the relationships. Mike did the
same and Peter listened. Quite a while after the coffee cups were cold, Mike showed him
the cardboard tube and asked, “By any chance, do you know who this Dr. Ernst
Hochschild is?” A smile started to play around Peter’s lips, and in his quiet voice, still with
a trace of a German accent, he replied, “As a matter of fact, I do, he was my father."                             

EDITORS' NOTE: Dear Members, Do you have an interesting story about how you
discovered Sanibel or Bat Yam? Or about an unusual experience on the island? If so, 
please send it to Sally (asacks118@gmail.com) or Tanya (tutsie@centurylink.net).

HOW WE DISCOVERED SANIBEL
In 1982 a colleague suggested my husband attend a medical conference at the Sundial
Hotel in Sanibel, Florida. When we were driving over the causeway, I said,  “Steve, this is
like Martha’s Vineyard (where we vacationed every summer with the family and others),
only we could go in the water 12 months of the year, not just 12 weeks!” Six months later we
returned. We scoured the Island and wound up happily buying a condo at the Sundial West
complex.                        

 ~ Tanya & Michael Hochschild

~ Adele Anish

Edina had a cousin named Edith, nine years her senior, with whom she was very close since
childhood.  Edith and her husband Dave came to Casa Ybel for two weeks of time share
every year.  In the late 1980s, they invited us to spend one of their weeks with them.  It was
love at first sight, and we bought the same two time-share weeks before we left.  For many
years, we did this two-week vacation together.  One night, we  saw a notice in the paper
about a synagogue service being held.  We went, and that night was the start of Bat Yam!

~ Edina & Alan Lessack

HOW WE DISCOVERED BAT YAM

*Not Bat Yam member Peter Hochschild, who is Michael's brother



Helene R. Weiss, aged 85, of Naples, FL, passed away on January 30, 2021. She
was the mother of Bat Yam congregant Melissa Congress. Mrs. Weiss was born in
Paterson, NJ, and married her high school sweetheart. She is survived by her
husband of 65 years, Major General USAF (Ret.) Bernard L. Weiss; her three
children, Steven (Cindy) Weiss, Dr. Michael (Karen) Weiss, and Melissa (Scot)
Congress; eight grandchildren and two great-grandchildren, and many nieces and
nephews. During the 32 years her husband was on active duty Mrs. Weiss
established spouse support groups wherever she lived. Among her many activities,
she served as Coordinator of Family Services and Station Chairman for the
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In Memoriam
Bat Yam Member Billy Morrison

Billy Wayne Morrison, age 78, beloved husband of Nancy Bauer
Morrison, passed away from metastatic prostate cancer on January
29, 2021. At age 22, Billy was commissioned as an officer in the U.S.
Army, serving in the Chemical Corps during the Vietnam War. His
handling of Agent Orange was ultimately responsible for his death. He
retired from the military in 1985 with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel
after serving his country all over the world.

Billy and Nancy met in 2011 and were united by their love of nature
and sports and their thirst for knowledge. After years of exploring
much of Florida, and with Billy developing health issues, they settled
just south of the Carlton Reserve.  Although Billy had only three years

left, he said they were the best years of his life. Billy was predeceased by his first wife, Pamela Jean
Goss. He leaves his children, Mark Morrison (Lisa) and Melissa Riley (Michael), and Nancy's children,
Jeremy Much (Stacey), Melly Binson (Kevin), and Joel Much (Layli) and their children and one
grandchild.  

Billy asked that you consider memorial contributions to one of the following organizations: American
Jewish World Service (ajws.org), Bat Yam Temple of the Islands (batyam.org) or Death With Dignity
(deathwithdignity.org). A private memorial service led by Rabbi Stephen Fuchs was held to honor
Billy. Friends and family will gather when it is safe to do so. Billy's ashes will be interred at the
National Cemetery in Sarasota, Florida, and in Madison, Alabama.

In Memoriam
Helene Weiss, Mother of Bat Yam Member Melissa Congress

American Red Cross. With the B'nai B'rith Women she organized Seder dinners for Jewish servicemen
in Vietnam and around the world. She was a leader in the National Military Family Association, a
member of the Naples Philharmonic League, President of the Collier County Chapter of Hadassah and
Chapter coordinator. Mrs. Weiss served on both the Temple Sholom Board and its Sisterhood Board,
and she and General Weiss became two-time founders of the Hadassah Medical Organization.
Donations in Helene Weiss's memory may be made to Bat Yam (www.batyam.org).



In Memoriam
Bat Yam Member Tom Pick

Bat Yam member Tom Pick, aged 90, died on December 13, 2020. An
investor and philanthropist, he was devoted to his family and adored
by all who knew him. Tom was a graduate of Amherst College, cum
laude. After serving as a commissioned officer in the U.S.Navy for three
years he returned to Chicago, working as an investment manager,
retiring in 1997. He gave generously to countless cultural, scientific,
civic, and environmental organizations both in Chicago and Sanibel. At
Amherst, the Pick Readership in Environmental Studies honors both
Tom and his wife, Sue. During their 60-year marriage, Tom and Sue
created the 26-acre Pick Preserve for environmental research on
Sanibel. Other favorite causes include the Sanibel Music Festival, 

Sanibel BIG ARTS, the Forum of BIG ARTS, the Chicago Public Library Foundation, and the
Chicago Botanic Gardens. In Chicago, Tom served as a trustee of Michael Reese Hospital and a
board member of the Merit School of Music.

In addition to his beloved wife, Sue, Tom leaves his children, Nancy Pick (Lawrence Douglas),
Sarah "Sally" Pick, Elizabeth "Betsy" (Dr. Guy) Kochvar and Charles (Jackie) Pick; seven
grandchildren, a niece and four nephews. Tom will be remembered as a gardener, a fisherman, a
master barbecuer, a fine player of bridge and poker and a stargazer. We wish him, as he often said
from his navy days, "fair winds and following seas." Contributions in Tom's memory may be made to
the Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation (donorbox.org/donate-to-sccf), the Chicago Botanic
Gardens (Chicagobotanic.org/donate/tribute), or Bat Yam (www.batyam.org).

In Memoriam
Jack Boshak, Brother-in-Law of Rabbi Stephen and Vickie Fuchs

Jack Boshak, the husband of Rabbi Stephen Fuchs' sister, Rochelle, passed
away on January 13, 2021, at the age of 77. A service was held on Zoom and
graveside at Cedar Park Cemetery in Paramus, NJ, at which Rabbi Fuchs
virtually delivered the eulogy. Born in Brooklyn, NY, Jack lived in Old Bridge,
NJ, for over 40 years. He graduated with an accounting degree from Rider
University and practiced as a CPA for more than 45 years. "Jack was the
brother I never had," writes Rabbi Stephen Fuchs. "He was a math whiz  ...
had a gruff exterior ... but his heart was as tender as that of anyone I have
ever known ...  He was a very proud Jew. It was who he was, and he and
Rochelle infused that essence into the souls" of their daughters. In addition to
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his beloved wife of 57 years, Rochelle, Jack is survived by his four daughters, Toby, Heather, Leah
and Danna; his three sons-in-law, Paul Eisenberg, Paul Kotlewski and Scott Babitz; and seven
grandchildren. Donations in memory of Jack Boshak may be made to Bat Yam (www.batyam.org).



FROM THE GREEN TEAM

WHO KNEW?
Stand up for environmental justice!  Protect not only
yourself but all the workers who work with cash
register receipts by informing their employers that
the type of paper commonly used has ink containing

Decline to take paper receipts;  have your receipt e-mailed to                                                      
 you or use your smart phone to take pictures of plane and train tickets.
If you’re not given a choice and you really need the receipt, wear nitrile gloves, fold the receipt
with the printed side in, and store receipts in a sealed plastic bag. Otherwise, the coating may
rub off on other items and you could pick it up from there.
Wash your hands as soon as possible after touching receipts.  Use soap and water rather than
alcohol-based hand sanitizers, which increase the skin’s ability to absorb BPA or BPS, as do
lotions or anything wet and greasy.

a toxic chemical (BPA or BPS) that easily rubs off and gets into the bloodstream.  To test whether it
is the toxic thermal type, scratch the printed side of the paper.  If you see a dark mark, it is not
phenol-free and is associated with serious adverse health effects.

How to reduce your exposure to BPA or BPS coated receipts?

Better yet, participate in Green America’s “Skip the Slip” campaign to ask businesses and other
institutions to use phenol-free receipt paper and to reduce the waste of paper receipts by offering a
digital option.  For more information, contact jeanchandler2@gmail.com of the Green Team.
* The Green Team is an official committee of Sanibel Congregational UCC dedicated to helping the congregation keep the church
covenant, which says in part, “We will serve and support each other and do all we can to protect as well the birds, animals and plants on
this fragile barrier island.”  Bat Yam members work on Green Team programs, and all are welcome to engage in educational and
advocacy efforts. If you would like to join the Green Team, please contact Bat Yam member Sandy Teger at sandrateger@gmail.com.
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REFUAH SHLEMA
BEST WISHES FOR HEALING TO . . .

Jim Burbridge, Bob Chaddock, Don Fisher, Laura Kotso,
Minna Rosen Perlow and Joseph Perlow,

Mark Rubinoff,  Shelley Samet, Helane Smith



MARCH, APRIL, MAY YAHRZEITS
If you would like to have a loved one's Yahrzeit commemorated in future issues of Bat Yam

Matters, please send details to Sandy Teger at sandrateger@gmail.com.
 

MARCH
            March 10 (28 Adar 5727) – Morris Hoffman, father-in-law of Maida Hoffman
            March 20 (25 Adar) – Annie Jacobs Eron, grandmother of Alan Fisher
            March 20 (16 Adar 5763) – Margorie Nelson, mother of Patricia Halper
            March 21 (25 Adar 5769) – Rhonda Hoffman Feder, daughter of Maida Hoffman
            March 27 (21 Adar 5771) – Gertrude Pilzer, mother of Stephen Pilzer
            March 27 (17 Adar 5776) – Dorothy Samet, mother of Michael Samet
            March 27 (11 Nissan 5778) – Betty L. Strem, mother of Robyn Cook
            March 29 – Frances Pick, mother-in-law of Sue Pick
            March 30 (22 Adar 5779) – Jordan Lessack, brother of Alan Lessack
            March 30 (18 Nissan 5754) – Lillian Levine Hecht, mother of Helane Smith

APRIL
            April 3 (15 Nisan 5767) – Ray Greenberg, father of Louise Freeman
            April 4 (29 Adar 5771) – Rhea Brumberg, mother of Andrea Smith
            April 3 (14 Nissan 5775) -- Josef Raboy, husband of Paula Raboy
            April 10 – Jonathan Levy, son of Morton Levy
            April 11 -- Esther Agtas, aunt of Esther Pokedoff
            April 11 -- Tillie Wallitzer, grandmother of Elissa Karasin-Samet
            April 17 – Rosalie Moskowitz, mother of Caren Schoen
            April 12 (10 Nissan 5714) – Rose Jaffe, aunt of Maida Hoffman
            April 17 (26 Nissan 5764) – Anne Fisher, mother of Alan Lessack
            April 25 (6 Iyar 5775) – Ken Karasin, father of Elissa Karasin-Samet
            April 28 (4 Iyar 5780) – Sidney I. Picker Jr., husband of Jane Picker

MAY
           May 1 (7 Iyar 5769) – Ann Greenberg, mother of Louise Freeman
           May 4 (23 Iyar 5754) – Jeff Halper, brother of Wayne Halper
           May 5 (11 Iyar 5769) – Clare Gorelick, mother of Annette Pacyga
           May 6 (30 Nissan 5730) – Albert Fisher, stepfather of Alan Lessack

     May 7 -- Hy Bergstein, uncle of Linda Edinburg
           May 10 – Henry Bauer, father of Nancy Morrison
           May 11 -- Yetta Kolton, grandmother of Toby Simon
           May 13 (13 Iyar 5774) – Lillian Levy, grandmother of Janice Block Chaddock

     May 13 -- Clara Bergstein, aunt of Linda Edinburg
     May 17 (13 Iyar 5771) – Reginald Nelson, father of Patricia Halper

           May 20 -- mother of Barbara Stevelman
           May 23 (28 Iyar 5750) -- Richard Ulrich Steinberg, father of Vickie Fuchs
           May 25 (2 Sivan 5769) – Howard Swartz, husband of Riv Swartz
           May 29 -- Tillie Berger, mother of David Berger
           May 31 – Margo Bauer, mother of Nancy Morrison
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SUMMER YAHRZEITS
JUNE
            June 1 (7 Sivan 5758) – Frances Amdur, mother of Judith Adler & grandmother of Janice Chaddock
            June 2 (10 Sivan 5780) – Velma Miller, mother of Cindy Jacob
            June 3 (22 Sivan 5743) – Nancy Halper, mother of Wayne Halper
            June 4 – Fred Pick, father-in-law of Sue Pick
            June 4 (2 Sivan 5771) – Alice Weinstock, sister of Maida Hoffman

      June 6 -- Helen Kramer, wife of Ron Kramer
            June 6 (24 Sivan 5770) – Dorthea Fisher, mother of Alan Fisher
            June 8 -- William Walitzer, uncle of Elissa Karasin-Samet
            June 10 (3 Sivan 5765) – Theodore Halper, father of Wayne Halper
            June 15 – Evelyn Wasserman, mother of Nessa Adelson
            June 19 (25 Sivan 5758) – Jack Polonsky, father of Tanya Hochschild
            June 20 – George Bessin, father of Margie Peppercorn
            June 21 (9 Tamuz) – Pauline Fisher, grandmother of Alan Fisher
            June 23 (20 Sivan 5779) – Norman Edelstein, brother of Maida Hoffman
            June 24 (21 Sivan 5760) – Ella Jacob, mother of David Jacob
            June 27 -- Ava Simon, mother of Murray Simon
            June 29 -- William Simon, father of Murray Simon

JULY
            July 1 (15 Tamuz 5737) – Samuel Fisher, father of Don Fisher
            July 2 (10 Tamuz 5769) – Ted Moskowitz , father of Caren Schoen
            July 2 – Samuel Gorelick, father of Annette Pacyga

July 2 -- Leo Pokedoff, father-in-law of Esther Pokedoff
            July 4 (1 Tamuz 5779) – Orlene Shimberg, wife of Stephen Shimberg
            July 5 -- Will Bergstein, father of Linda Edinburg
            July 7 (11 Tamuz 5766) – Rex Miller, father of Cindy Jacob
            July 10 (8 Tamuz 5741) – Dorothy Michaels, mother of Myra Fisher
            July 11 (4 Tamuz 5746) – Beatrice Fisher, mother of Don Fisher
            July 11 (11 Tamuz 5733) – Leah Edelstein, mother of Maida Hoffman
            July 11 -- Paul Kline, uncle of Esther Pokedoff
            July 13 (10 Tamuz 5779) – Robert Nelson, brother of Patricia Halper
            July 20 (14 Tamuz 5776) – Fred Adler, husband of Judith Adler & stepfather of Janice Chaddock
            July 26 (24 Tamuz 5771) – Gwendolyn Chaddock, mother of Ron Chaddock
            July 27 (27 Tamuz 5763) -- Hilda Korn, mother of Toby Simon
            July 29  (18 Av 5770)  -- Rachel Simon, daughter of Toby & Cantor Murray Simon
            July 31 (25 Tamuz 5776) – Simon Hochschild, brother of Michael Hochschild
            July 31 (25 Tamuz 5776) – Adelle Peppercorn, mother of Mark Peppercorn

AUGUST
           August 7 (6 Av 5760) – Hazel Polonsky, mother of Tanya Hochschild
           August 11 (14 Av 5706) – Leon Lessack, father of Alan Lessack
           August 12 (13 Av 5752) – Morris Pilzer, father of Stephen Pilzer
           August 12 -- Lewis Edinburg, brother of Joel Edinburg
           August 17 (28 Av 5742) – Frieda Hoffman, mother-in-law of Maida Hoffman
           August 18 -- Sara Kline, aunt of Esther Pokedoff
           August 20 (10 Elul 5770) – Vivien Pilzer, wife of Stephen Pilzer
           August 24 -- Solomon Wallitzer, grandfather of Elissa Karasin-Samet
           August 25 (5 Elul 5769) – Bruce Brumberg, brother of Andrea Smith
           August 26 (18 Elul 5724) – Len Hochschild, father of Michael and Peter Hochschild
           August 29 (26 Av) – Alexander Eron, grandfather of Alan Fisher
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YAHRZEITS  . . . Continued



 

In Memory of Jack Boshak
Bat Yam General Fund:

Don & Peg Marino
Rabbi Fuchs' Discretionary Fund:

Judith Adler
Janice Block Chaddock & Ron Chaddock

Tanya & Michael Hochschild
Jocelyn & Peter Saltz

Elissa Karasin-Samet & Michael Samet
Lynne & Mark Shaffer

Tzedakah Fund:
Sandy Teger & Dave Waks

 

In Memory of Amy Lessack
Judy Adler

Janice Block Chaddock & Ron Chaddock
Edina & Alan Lessack

Elissa Karasin-Samet & Michael Samet
Sandy Teger & Dave Waks

 

In Memory of Billy Morrison
Bat Yam General Fund:

Sandy Teger & Dave Waks
Edina & Alan Lessack

Rabbi Fuchs' Discretionary Fund:
Janice Block Chaddock & Ron Chaddock

In Memory of Tom Pick
Myra & Don Fisher

 

In Memory of Helene Weiss
Judy Adler

Judy & Barry Bronstein
Janice Block Chaddock & Ron Chaddock

Melissa & Scot Congress
Amanda & Steve Greenstein
Tanya & Michael Hochschild

Edina & Alan Lessack
Howard Lorsch

Enid & Marty Packard
Dale Reiss & Jerry King

Elissa Karasin-Samet & Michael Samet
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CONTRIBUTIONS to BAT YAM
Note: Any recent contributions not yet listed will be in the next issue of Bat Yam Matters.



CONTRIBUTIONS  . . . Continued

 

In Honor of, In Recognition of, With Thanks
Bat Yam General Fund:

Brad Block, in recognition of the generosity of Janice Block & Ron Chaddock during my quarantine
Janice & Ron Chaddock, with gratitude for Helane Smith and her spirit and wisdom

Janice & Ron Chaddock, in recognition of Sandy Teger's milestone birthday
Merilee Elliot, in honor of and with gratitude for Judy Adler

Edina & Alan Lessack, in honor of their 62nd wedding anniversary and Sandy Teger's 80th Birthday
Lynne & Mark Schaffer, in honor of Rabbi Fuchs & appreciation of joining Zoom services and classes

Brenda and Arnold Zaltas, in recognition of Bat Yam's presence on the islands
Rabbi Fuchs' Discretionary Fund:

William H. Castle and Grampy's Charities, in recognition of Rabbi Stephen Fuchs
Pat & Wayne Halper, in recognition of Rabbi Stephen Fuchs

Susan Shuman, thankful for the Zoom services & events which have been a pandemic lifesaver
Tzedakah Fund:

Judith Adler, in memory of Joseph Morgan
Judith Adler, in recognition of Sandy Teger’s milestone birthday

Janice & Ron Chaddock, in recognition of Vickie Fuchs’ 12/25/20 Torah Reading
John Danner, in recognition of Rabbi Stephen Fuchs, Vickie Fuchs, Cantor Murray Simon & Toby Simon

Tanya & Michael Hochschild, in recognition of The Caring Committee
Caren & Bob Schoen, in recognition of Vickie Fuchs’ reading her Bat Mitzvah Torah portion

Sandy Teger & Dave Waks, In honor of Vickie Fuchs' 12/25/20 Torah reading

Yahrzeit Remembrances
Mel Bleiberg, in memory of his mother Rebecca Bleiberg

Alan Fisher, in memory of his father Israel Fisher
Myra & Don Fisher, in memory of Myra's father Leo Michael

Edina & Alan Lessack, in memory of Edina's parents Rose and Irving Salus
Amy Spiegel Hearne, in memory of Judy Goldenberg

Carol & Leslie May, in memory of their mother Inga Gutman
Jocelyn & Peter Saltz, in memory of Jocelyn’s father Israel Markman

Beth & Garry Weiss, in memory of Garry's parents Anne & Below Weiss
 

Get Well Wishes
Janice Block Chaddock & Ron Chaddock, for Michael Samet's sister Shelley Samet

Edina & Alan Lessack, for Michael Hochschild for quick healing in December
Edina & Alan Lessack, for Ron Chaddock's brother Robert Chaddock and uncle Jim Burbridge 

Edina & Alan Lessack, for Michael Samet's sister Shelley Samet
Edina & Alan Lessack, for Susan Spohr's children

Edina & Alan Lessack, for Caren & Bob Schoen's daughter Laura Kotso
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Donations to the General Fund
Sue & Peter Danford

Tanya & Michael Hochschild
David & Harriet Hutzler

Laurie Merel
Jocelyn & Peter Saltz

Joan Schlackman



"A Cantor, A Pastor, And A Bluegrass Band" Concert
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CONTRIBUTIONS  . . . Continued

Donations to the Scholarship & Programming Fund
James & Maggie Davis

Concert Sponsors
Judith Adler

Janice Block Chaddock & Ron Chaddock
Melissa & Scot Congress

Robyn & David Cook
Sue & Peter Danford

Merilee Elliot
Alan Fisher

Rabbi Stephen & Vickie Fuchs
Nancy & Ed Greenberg

Maria & Peter Hochschild
Tanya & Michael Hochschild

Edina & Alan Lessack
Howard Lorsch

Sally and Allan Sacks
Jocelyn & Peter Saltz

Elissa Karasin-Samet & Michael Samet
Josephine & Lewis Schneider

Caren & Bob Schoen
Gene Harrison & Lee Seidler

Steve Shimberg
Murray & Toby Simon
Betty & Morton Tavel

Sandy Teger & Dave Waks
Beth & Garry Weiss

Concert Donors
Adele & Stephen Anish

Gail Bachman
Maggie & James Davis

Myra & Don Fisher
Sandy & Carl Greenbaum

Susan Greenberg
Bluma Herman
Harold Keller

Patty & Stan Levine
Toby Moss
Elaine Pace

Annette Pacyga
Nancy & Harvey Padewer

Marilyn Rubin
Shirley Shulz
Diane Seder
Lina Shane

Mary Snyder
Jay & Barry Solomon

Cindy Timm
Judith Wald

Theodor Weinberg
Bette Zaret

Paula & Ira Zlatkin

CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWER KEY
Across: 2. Gershom, 5. Terah, 6. Eliezer, 9. Seth, 11. Mishpat, 15. Exodus, 16. Creation, 17.
Tamar, 19. Joseph, 20. FourHundred, 21. Abel, 23. Darkness, 25. ItsOwner, 27. Ephron, 28. Jacob. 
Down: 1. Pharaoh, 3. Shem, 4. Genesis, 7. Esau, 8. MiChamocha, 10. Twenty, 12. Zipporah,      
 13. Ninety, 14. Jochebed, 18. Amram, 22. Reuben, 24. Cain, 26. Sarah.

Additional Donations to the Tzedakah Fund
Edina & Alan Lessack
Enid & Marty Packard

Rabbi Myra Soifer

Concert Underwriter
Leo Rosner Foundation



BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
 

P.O. Box 84
Sanibel FL 33957

 
batyamsanibel@gmail.com 

http://www.batyam.org/
 

Rabbi
Stephen Lewis Fuchs

 

Cantor
Murray E. Simon

 

Officers
President: Michael Hochschild
First VP: Janice Block Chaddock

Second VP:  Bob Schoen
Treasurer: Elissa Karasin-Samet

Corresponding Secretary: Sandy Teger 
Recording Secretary: Nancy Greenberg

Past President: Alan Lessack
 

Trustees 
Mel Bleiberg, Alan Fisher, Howard Lorsch, Annette Pacyga,

Allan Sacks, Peter Saltz, Riv Swartz, Garry Weiss
 

Past Presidents
Mel Bleiberg, Ann Arnoff*, David Crown*, Lois Medinets*, 

Steve Greenstein, Marty Packard, Al Kaplan, Jack Cohen, Bernard Lubetkin,
Michael Raab, Allan Silberman, Martin Pokedoff*, Alan Lessack, Barry Fulmer
*Deceased

Bat Yam Matters
Co-editors: Tanya Hochschild and Sally Sacks

Production:  Janice Block Chaddock
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